Focus on the main thing!
Airspeed- Runway
Think of how many critical variables could crop up during final approach?
Don’t be distracted by side issues
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We are trying to remove obstacles between our friends and the Cross. (Like John Baptist in Matt 3:1-3!)
Invite reading of Is 40:1-5
1

“Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God.
2
“Speak kindly to Jerusalem;
And call out to her, that her warfare has ended,
That her iniquity has been removed,
That she has received of the LORD’S hand
Double for all her sins.”
3
A voice is calling,
“Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness;
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.
4
“Let every valley be lifted up,
And every mountain and hill be made low;
And let the rough ground become a plain,
And the rugged terrain a broad valley;
5
Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
And all flesh will see it together;

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

our goal is to make mental note -better to write down
make note of what people say. (especially if we have several diﬀerent friends we are in diﬀerent conversations with each)

What to do with Matt 7:6?
“Give not that which is holy unto the dogs.”
Jesus here refers to a class who have no desire to escape from the slavery of sin. By
indulgence in the corrupt and vile their natures have become so degraded that they cling to the
evil and will not be separated from it. The servants of Christ should not allow themselves to be
hindered by those who would make the gospel only a matter of contention and ridicule.
But the Saviour never passed by one soul, however sunken in sin, who was willing to receive
the precious truths of heaven. To publicans and harlots His words were the beginning of a new
life. Mary Magdalene, out of whom He cast seven devils, was the last at the Saviour’s tomb and
the first whom He greeted in the morning of His resurrection. It was Saul of Tarsus, one of the
most determined enemies of the gospel, who became Paul the devoted minister of Christ.
Beneath an appearance of hatred and contempt, even beneath crime and degradation, may be
hidden a soul that the grace of Christ will rescue to shine as a jewel in the Redeemer’s crown.
-Ellen Gould White, Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing (Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1896), 129–130.

so… What to do with Matt 7:6?

Discussions to be Avoided
You have loved to debate the truth and loved discussions; but these contests have been unfavourable to your
forming a harmonious Christian character, for in this is a favourable opportunity for the exhibition of the very traits
of character that you must overcome if you ever enter heaven. Discussions cannot always be avoided. In some
cases the circumstances are such that of the two evils the choice must be made of the least, which is discussion.
But whenever they can be avoided, they should be, for the result is seldom honouring to God.
People who love to see opponents combat, may clamour for discussion. Others, who have a desire to hear the
evidences on both sides, may urge discussion in all honesty of motive; but whenever discussions can be
avoided, they should be. They generally strengthen combativeness and weaken that pure love and sacred
sympathy which should ever exist in the hearts of Christians although they may diﬀer in opinions.
Discussions in this age of the world are not real evidences of earnest desire on the part of the people to
investigate the truth, but come through the love of novelty and the excitement which generally attends
discussions. God is seldom glorified or the truth advanced in these combats. Truth is too solemn, too
momentous in its results, to make it a small matter whether it is received or rejected. To discuss truth for the sake
of showing opponents the skill of the combatants is ever poor policy, for it does but very little to advance the
truth.
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3 Chapter 35 (Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1855), 424 etc.

Letter from Ellen to a “Brother A”
lots about secular apologetics outreach. Similar to her counsel to Moses Hull. (worth a look if you are not familiar)

Private Letter
“Individual Independence”
•"Opponents to the truth will show skill in misstating their opponent.”
•“They will make the most solemn, sacred truths the subject of ridicule.”
•“The love of souls is lost in the greater desire for the mastery.”
•“Prejudice, deep and bitter, is often the result of discussions.”
•We should not reveal everything to disbelievers
•Don’t place the arguments of error before people.
•Jesus spoke in parables to those not looking for truth
•Jesus spoke more plainly to His disciples
•Paul’s miraculous conversion gives us promise of hope in God’s work.

Wisdom required…
…find common ground first

• The truths that we hold in common should be dwelt upon first and the

confidence of the hearers obtained; then, as the people can be brought along,
we can advance slowly with the matter presented. Great wisdom is needed to
present unpopular truth before a prejudiced people in the most cautious
manner, that access may be gained to their hearts.
-Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3 (Pacific Press Publishing Association,
1855), 426.
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how do we distract a kid? What if there was something really wholesome and attractive in the black splotched easter egg that a devious person wants to hide from the
kids? The enemy uses diversion to distract us from God and His word… let us be discerning and keep the “main thing” the “main thing!”

