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Key Text: Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. (John 15: 4-6)
Introduction
Two weeks ago, we started reading Romans Chapter 11, but we could not study last week because the enemy visited our family with ill-health, but thanks be to God who gave us the victory in Jesus Christ. We return all the glory to Him for His healing mercies. When we read Romans 11:1-16, we learned again that God is a promise keeper and would never abandon His own. Another lesson, which we were unable to emphasize is that God will always have a people reserved for Himself in every generation. Therefore, no matter the level of ungodliness we see around us, we must never be deceived into thinking that all of humanity has rejected God. God will always have a people, and my prayer is that you and I would be part of God’s people in this generation. 
Today we will read the remaining verses of Romans chapter 11. We shall learn more about God’s love for Israel, His faithfulness to His covenant with their fathers, and His power to save even when salvation appears impossible. 
Romans 11: 17-36
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you. 19 Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you too will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.
25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 27 “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?” 35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
Reflections
Again and again, we see in the book of Romans that God is just, merciful, and faithful. His goal is to save all humanity, including the Jews. However, salvation comes by faith according to Paul’s message, while unbelief will always lead to separation from God; the source of life, who does not show partiality. Paul emphasizes that God, who did not spare the unbelieving Jews, will not also spare the unbelieving Gentiles. God’s grace does not enable unbelief, therefore, we cannot be separate from Him and expect to retain life, but regardless of what our condition had been, if we return to Him, we shall have life. Jesus tells us that abiding in Him is the key for life and fruitfulness. 
Paul ends His message by emphasizing the fact that God never goes back on His promises. He made a covenant to deliver Israel from unrighteousness, and He will keep that covenant regardless of how unpromising Israel’s condition might appear today. God is omniscient and there is no limit to His wisdom. He has worked through the messiness of Israel’s failure to save the Gentiles and through the mercy shown to the Gentiles, He will save the Jews. How He will accomplish salvation for the Jews may be unknown to us, but it is not for us to judge His providence by our feeble sense. Instead, let us endeavour to abide in Christ the hope of glory. While abiding in Him, we can learn to partner with Him in His work of salvation for others, including the Jews, without pride or prejudice. 
